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US. May Offer Mx Count 
To Soviets as SALT Gambit, 


. ., ByHenry.S.Bradsher >... 
ok. . Washington Star Staff Writer ; , 
::: The United States tentatively plans 
to offer the Soviet Union’a limitation 
“on production of new U.S. mobile mis: 

- giles-as a way of verifying their num- 
ber under SALT limitations; Pentagon 
Officialssay. “282° 0-0. foo 

.. Soviet missile production is unlim: - 

ited, however, the officials say. This . 
>creates concern that the Kremlin has: 
far more missiles than are counted | 

under rules of strategic arms limita- 

tions treaties...) ... pe 

Soviet missile deployment might’ 
not create the same verification prob- 
lems ag the U.S, mobile system, So the. 
‘Unita States would not have the 
‘right to insist on equivalent produc- 
“tion Hmitsinreturn. °° 7: sis 


“The Soviets are not expected. by USS. . 
‘specialists to-be willing to accept any 
limits on missile production. Such | 
mits are a U.S. goal of SALT ITI ne- 
‘gotiations to follow the completion of 
the SALT Hl treaty now being negoti- 
‘ated. It is supposed. to run until Dec. 
BI UBS wie 
’ The tentative plan is to assemble: 
within sight, of Soviet reconnaissance - 
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* Satellites only enough new MX mis: 


- “\4nto a system of being shuttled among 


_siles to conform with terms of SALT II, 
“plus a few testing spares. Once assem- 
_bled, the missiles would disappear 


‘“multiple protective: structures,” or 


ee - 
St eT ace er 


oa 


'tnfiig 1$ THE SHELL game concept of 
- protecting the U.S. land-based nuclear. 


ened holes sloping at 45 degrees. 


_ deterrent from.Soviet attack by creat- 
"ing uncertainty about where the mis- 
-Ssiles are. It was earlier known. by. the 
acronym MAP for multiple aim points, 
‘but the terminology was changed to. 
“MPS because of the psychological con- 
notations of having the Soviets aim- 
-ing at a lot of places in the United 
States. ot er ees 

... The existing U.S. land-based missile 
force is in silos that.can be precisely 
_targeted with a planned number of at- 
-tacking missiles because their loca- 
tions. are visible to Soviet space 
“photography: But MPS. is intended to 
‘create so many targets — most of them 
‘empty structures — that. the Soviets 


_could not assume a Surprise attack | 
“would wipe out the MX force. .. a 


“The MX missile is now being de- 
veloped to be larger and more. lethal 
‘than the Minuteman missilé that is 
-the bulk.of the present U.S. land-based 
‘intercontinental missile force. The 
MPS deployment. mode:is currently 
being favored by Pentagon planner: 
: over other alternatives. - : : 


ener, 


“with four rails would be used to carry. 
“the missile between holes at times. 


- growing among some U.S. officials 


ths After several years of assessment 

; and reassessment of different, basing || 

- modes, afinal decision Is not expected. 
“to be made until at least early next. 
month. Defense. Secretary. Harold . 


“ j A ' ote 
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‘one missile at the center of each field 


of structures, which would be hard- 


Soviet satellites could monitor the 
assembly and then the slipping of the 
missile into a canister: The canister. 
would. be. a non-reusable “launcher” 
under SALT terms limiting launchers 
rather missiles themselves. 


A specially distinguished. track’ 


when Soviet satellites were known 
not to be watching, -" 60 0 2 P 

-While this would be a production 
limit for the United States, concern. is! 


_about the results of unlimited Soviet. 
missile production. 9. 25° 2754 
An intelligence estimate is that the} 
- Soviets have some 1,000 interconti-: 
nental. missiles that could be used. 
against this country but are not in 
Jaunchers and.therefore not. re- 
stricted by SALT. . OP a 
‘Carter is expected to make a deci- 
sion on MX. basing mode and the. 
production method of verification be- 
fore sending a completed SALT II 
treaty to the Senate for ratification, 
-whenever that may be. Hopes, of 
reaching final agreement with the 
Soviets “soon” keep turning out to be 


jlater and later." °°": 


_ A PRESIDENTIAL decision would 
be intended to assure Senate skeptics 
about SALT that the United States is: 
‘going to protect the land leg of its 
‘triad nuclear deterrence system after 
the impending Soviet deployment of 
accurate enough missiles to knock out 
‘Minuteman silos. 21.22 ¢fe 5. Sela 
“ But there is. appreh 


., But there snsion: in. 
sPeutagod ‘and among some outsiders: 
‘that Carter. will ultimately decide: 
against the great expense of the MX 
program, just as. the B-1 bomber pro-: 
gram promised when .SALT I..was. 
passed lasers scrapped, This.appre- 
-hension was‘heightened by, Carter's, 


‘last State of the Union address... 1 
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